
 
 

June 10, 2019 

 
“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.” - Proverbs 22:6 

Dear Families, Principals, Staff and Faculty, 

This coming Sunday, we will celebrate Father’s Day, as we honor our fathers as well as the men who play 

important roles in our families. This annual ritual is a bit of a paradox in that, very often, the man we celebrate 

is likely to demure from the attention. Dads very often have an “aw shucks” reaction to the gifts and the 

adulation, but don’t be fooled - they love it! 

Just like days set aside to honor veterans and past presidents, it is so important to see past the commercial 

pitches surrounding the day and remember the invaluable place fathers and father figures hold in a family. For 

us as Catholic families, our job is to remind our children and ourselves just how important a strong, male role 

model is within the home and throughout the community.  

One need look no further than possibly the quietest hero in the Bible: Joseph. Here is a man, a carpenter, 

suddenly thrust into a role of great consequence with quite literally the fate of the world depending upon him to 

protect his wife and child. He did not panic. He did not run away or ask someone else to do the heavy lifting. He 

squared his shoulders and went about the job God intended for him, asking nothing in return. Sound familiar? 

That’s a dad. Sometimes we consider our job in the family unit as just, “doing what we do,” 

So this Sunday, when the kids give dad his coffee mug and soap-on-a-rope, perhaps the children might go 

beyond the “thank you” and tell him why. There’s a good chance that he is unaware that coaching the basketball 

team is seen as love. He probably has no idea that the time he ran out into the rain to put the bikes away he 

looked like Superman through the windows. Maybe that time he got everyone home through the blizzard safe 

and sound he was a real hero. 

Want to see a grown man cry? This Father’s Day, tell Dad you love him, and then tell him why. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Mr. Michael J. Deegan 

Interim Superintendent of Schools 

Archdiocese of New York 
 

 


