
March 25, 2021 

 

Feast of the Annunciation 

 

Dear Catholic School Families, 

 

As we approach the start of the final quarter of the 2020-2021 school year, we will continue to 

assess the academic growth of our students in a number of ways. Earlier this week, I shared 

with you the success we saw on the NWEA MAP Growth assessments completed in January by 

students in grades K-8. In just a few weeks, our in-person students in grades 3-8 will participate 

in the New York State exams. English Language Arts will begin April 19th and Mathematics will 

be administered starting May 3rd. 

 

The state exams will look different this year than they have in the past. Archdiocesan 

elementary schools will participate in the single testing sessions that consist of multiple choice 

questions for each subject. Each session will take approximately ninety minutes, but, as in the 

past, the students will have as much time as they need to complete the items on the test. 

 

Complementing the formative assessments created and administered by our teachers 

throughout the year, these NYS exams are important in that they provide additional academic 

data points to guide instruction. The results will not appear on a report card, nor will they 

influence a student’s promotion to the next grade level. As with the NWEA MAP tests>, the NYS 

tests are viewed through the lens of “growth.” We are committed to meeting each child where 

they are and providing the instruction, resources and support that will enable all children to 

succeed. (Use this link to view https://vimeo.com/359083334) 

 

In-person learners will be scheduled to test on a day when they are typically in school. Because 

of COVID protocols which require that class cohorts be kept intact, we will adhere to the 

recommendation from the New York State Education Department, and remote students will not 

participate in state testing this year. Parents of students with testing accommodations should 

consult with the school principal regarding the impact of COVID protocols on the test 

administration. Principals will be in contact shortly to share school specific details including the 

class schedules for New York State testing. 

 

To ensure academic engagement for all learners, students who are remote, both fully and per 

their hybrid schedule, will be provided independent online assignments to complete while their 

classmates are testing. 

 

Families are encouraged to speak with their school principal and classroom teacher about the 

benefits and importance of assessments for their child(ren). I look forward to a successful spring 

for all our students and teachers. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr Michael J. Deegan 

Superintendent of Schools 

Archdiocese of New York 


